
PSY 101 MIDTERM EXAM 

Esin Uzun Oğuz, Ph.D 
 

NOTE: You are not allowed to share any kind of material during the exam. If you are 
caught or suspected of cheating, you will be dismissed, no explanations asked or listened 
to. Please respect the rules. Make sure you write your name on all of the sheets.  Make 
sure you write your name on all of the answer sheets and that all of your answers are on 
the right answer sheet. If you fail to do so, your papers will not be graded.  
 

Multiple Choice Questions: (2 pts. each) 

 

 

 

1.  Let’s say you are doing an experiment to test the idea that regular flossing reduces the 

incidence of gum disease. In this hypothetical design, what is the independent variable? 

a. gum disease 

b. flossing frequency 

c. the severity of the gum disease 

d. Both a and b are independent variables. 

 

2. The control group 

a. provides a basis for comparison, allowing the experimenter to assess the effects of 

the experimental manipulation. 

b. must be matched to the experimental group in all respects except for the 

experimental manipulation. 

c. provides a means of reducing demand characteristics. 

d. Both a and b are correct. 

 

3. Placebo effects are 

a. a problem in drug studies only, not in psychology experiments. 

b. caused by someone’s beliefs or expectations about a drug or therapy. 

c. unrelated to demand characteristics. 

d. weak effects, and thus not particularly relevant to study results. 

 

4. In a double-blind design, 

a. neither the investigators nor the study’s participants know who is in the control 

group and who is in the experimental group. 

b. there is no control or experimental group. 

c. placebo effects are increased. 

d. confounds are increased. 

 

5. When children are playing make believe games, they are usually displaying behavior learnt 

through___________. 

a. Classical conditioning 

b. Operant-instrumental conditioning 

c. Observational learning 

d. All of the above 

 

 

 



6. According to a definitional theory of word meaning, what summarizes the full meaning of each 

word is 

a. a set of features essential for membership in the class named by the word. 

b. how it relates to words in the same “family.” 

c. the verb it happens to be paired with. 

d. transitional morphemes that combine to make content morphemes. 

 

7. When does actual talking begin, on average, in children? 

a. 3 months 

b. between 10 and 20 months 

c. 24 months 

d. between 2 and 6 months 

 

8. What does analysis of the linguistic abilities of children in their first year or two of life 

indicate? 

a. Children’s ability to learn language differs from culture to culture. 

b. Deaf children do not babble and they never develop speech. 

c. Infants have no means, other than babbling, to communicate with parents. 

d. Children under the age of two use social context as a tool to learn language. 

 

9. What description is given to a sentence that you find you must go back to reread because it 

has a misleading structure at its beginning? 

a. a passive sentence 

b. a garden-path sentence 

c. a sentence with a predicate and a noun phrase 

d. a sentence that contains two propositions 

 

10. Let’s say you ask a two-year-old child “Where’s the doggie?” in a setting where there is no 

doggie in sight, not even a picture. How will the child respond? 

a. by searching 

b. by pointing to the nearest doglike object 

c. by pointing to the object nearest in shape and size to a dog 

d. Chances are, the child will not respond at all, since toddlers can’t understand 

decontextualized language. 

 

11. When a child says something like “My teacher holded the rabbit,” she is making what sort of 

error? 

a. overgeneralization 

b. overregularization 

c. overextension 

d. oversemanticizing 

 

12. Unconditioned responses by definition occur 

a. independent of any learning. 

b. only in lower organisms. 

c. only in conditions of deprivation. 

d. only in response to secondary reinforcers. 

 

 

 



13. Benny, an unfortunate family dog, has been brought up in an abusive environment; his owners 

routinely beat him with a broomstick. Now, Benny cries and whimpers anytime he sees a broom. 

In terms of classical conditioning, what is the broom in this example? 

a. an unconditioned stimulus 

b. a conditioned stimulus 

c. a punisher 

d. a negative reinforcer 

 

14. George failed to pay his Visa bill, and as a result he receives frequent phone calls from a bill 

collector. George comes to associate the sound of a ringing telephone with a feeling of dread. 

After he pays his Visa bill, the threatening telephone calls stop, and George no longer reacts 

with dread to the sound of a ringing telephone. What does this exemplify? 

a. extinction 

b. second-order conditioning 

c. reconditioning 

d. discrimination 

 

15. Little Jimmy has met his grandmother only once, but that experience was very positive. In 

fact, the experience was so wonderful that every time he sees an older-looking woman, he runs 

over to her with a big smile and his arms outstretched. Which conditioning phenomenon does 

Jimmy demonstrate? 

a. shaping 

b. stimulus generalization 

c. second-order conditioning 

d. reconditioning 

 

16. What is reinforcement best defined as? 

a. a stimulus that results in generalization 

b. an opportunity to engage in a preferred activity 

c. an event that maintains homeostasis 

d. an experience that results in a CER 

 

17. When is an organism reinforced on a ratio schedule? 

a. after emitting a certain number of responses 

b. after emitting a certain ratio of responses 

c. after a specific length of time 

d. after a variable length of time 

 

18. Say you check your cell phone repeatedly for a message from someone you’re interested in 

dating. It’s impossible to know in advance how many times you need to check before the message 

arrives (assuming it even does!), therefore your checking behavior is maintained according to a: 

a. a variable-ratio reinforcement schedule. 

b. a fixed-ratio reinforcement schedule. 

c. a variable-interval reinforcement schedule. 

d. a fixed-interval reinforcement schedule. 

 



 

19. Incidental learning 

a. refers to what you are thinking about now. 

b. includes your knowledge that George Washington was the first president of the 

United States. 

c. includes your memory of your tenth birthday. 

d. is where you store a phone number for the brief period between when you look it up 

and when you dial it. 

 

20. Let’s say you begin to list all the classes you’ve ever taken in college. Chances are, you will 

recall your last few classes particularly well. What is this phenomenon called? 

a. chunking 

b. senioritis 

c. the recency effect 

d. memory consolidation 

 

21. The depth-of-processing approach 

a. assumes that the longer material is in working memory the more deep will be its 

memory traces. 

b. is primarily concerned with a type of memory called “procedural.” 

c. suggests that thinking about material leads to better memory than does maintenance 

rehearsal. 

d. holds that meaningless material produces greater depth of processing than does 

material that can easily be fitted into meaningful contexts. 

 

22. Mnemonics are most useful when we wish to remember 

a. faces. 

b. meaningful or already organized material. 

c. emotionally laden material, like our first kiss. 

d. material that, by itself, has no internal organization. 

 

23. When a memory is presently inaccessible, it may sometimes be recalled by using an 

appropriate __________. 

a. chunk 

b. nonsense syllable 

c. retrieval cue 

d. mnemonic device 

 

24. Which of the following is likely to result in the most memory interference? 

a. learning a list of French words just after learning a list of Spanish words 

b. learning how to make chili just after learning how to skate 

c. learning how to juggle just after learning how to blow a bubble 

d. learning about learning just after learning about memory 

 

 

25. What name do we give to mental categories that allow one to group or categorize similar 

events or objects? 

a. algorithms 

b. concepts 



c. heuristics 

d. propositions 

26. Which of the following is an ill-defined problem? 

a. finding a solution to a jigsaw puzzle 

b. figuring out how to win at tic-tac-toe 

c. finding a solution to the Middle East crisis 

d. both a and b 

 

27. Why do jokes often involve trios? 

a. The first two items create a pattern that is then sensibly but unexpectedly broken 

by the third. 

b. According to Freud, the number “three” is representative of the male genitalia; the 

funniest jokes often have an underlying sexual content. 

c. Presentation of the second item allows time for the first item to incubate before 

presentation of the third item. 

d. Jokes typically involve an ambiguity that can be resolved in one of three ways. 

 

28. Joanne will not go out at night because she hears from her local news station about the large 

number of muggings and robberies that occur in her city. However, crime in Joanne’s city has 

actually gone down in the past few years. What error in reasoning is Joanne falling victim to? 

a. inductive reasoning error 

b. irrationality 

c. the availability heuristic 

d. deductive reasoning error 

 

29. Research on framing indicates that people are most likely to 

a. avoid losses. 

b. increase gains. 

c. carefully weigh the losses against the gains. 

d. make irrational choices when on a winning streak. 

 

30. The prototype theory of word meaning makes which of the following assertions? 

a. It is wrong to suppose that we can ever find a set of necessary and sufficient 

features for a given concept like bird. 

b. Words have intrinsic meanings based on speech sounds. 

c. We are born with categories of words that cluster into prototypes. 

d. All of the above answers are correct. 

Short essay questions: (20 pts each) 

1. Define/explain and provide examples for extinction, generalization, spontaneous 

recovery and discrimination in classical conditioning.   

2. Define/explain and provide examples for short-term memory, long term memory and 

maintenance rehearsal.  

3. Bonus Questions 

1. What did the cow dream of? (5pts) 

2. Name and explain the topic you have learnt the best throughout this course so far very 

briefly. (5 pts) 

 



CEVAPLAR  

 

1. B 

2. D 

3. B 

4. A 

5. C 

6. A 

7. B 

8. D 

9. B 

10. A 

11. B 

12. A 

13. B 

14. A 

15. B 

16. D 

17. A 

18. A 

19. C 

20. C 

21. C 

22. D 

23. C 

24. A 

25. B 

26. C 

27. A 

28. C 

29. A 

30. A 

 


